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This matter of heckling is, perhaps, the most exciting
part of the meeting* The speeches are generally so many
innocent, though flaming, torches of contempt at the
speakers* opponents* To the average listener they are
dry, and he listens to them merely to kill time* But
immediately a speaker is heckled, everybody is on the
qui vive. The challenger's voice breaks upon the mono-
tony of the scene, and as it breathes defiance it promises
plenty of fun and excitement* Of course, if the orator
is a poor one at parrying these side thrusts, there will
be no excitement* But generally the party challenged
is an old hand at the game who is ever ready to meet all
comers* The size of his audience is at stake, and therefore
he is sure to put up a good fight* If he wins, he adds a
feather to his cap* He is cheered and his audience in-
creases*

But nobody thinks any the worse of the heckler for
his intrusion, and whether he loses or wins does not in-
terest the rest of the audience* You are at perfect liberty
to do what you like* If you want to listen, you can stay j
if not, you can quit* If you want to ask questions or
argue with the speaker, there is nobody to prevent you*
If you want to address the crowd yourself, you can get
on top of a chair or table and collect your own audience*
But as long as the speaker is addressing his audience,
you must not obstruct him or break up his crowd ; short
of this you can do what you like* And this is the principle
of freedom of speech re-illustrated*

After the stump orators and their meetings, the next
thing to interest a stranger is the church parade on a
Sunday morning* Here, after the morning service, you